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THESE are exciting times for the
third annual Worthing Business
Awards.

This year the awards will be a
joint venture between the
Worthing & Adur Chamber and
Worthing First, in association with
new partners Sussex Newspapers,
publishers of the Worthing Herald,
and Worthing Borough Council as
main sponsors.

We are pleased to have Sussex
Newspapers onboard, as this not
only ensures regular editorial
coverage of the awards, but also
brings the experience of the
company’s events and sponsorship
team to the table.

We were pleased to have
Worthing Borough Council step
forward as this sends a clear
message to the community how
important the council views
commerce in the area and how
they want to support businesses
and their growth.

The new partners are helping
towards improvements to
October’s awards ceremony at
Worthing’s Pavilion Theatre.

These include a welcome drink,
improved menu, wine included in
the ticket price and a firework
display on the seafront.

The awards night will be hosted
by TV’s Fred Dinenage and will be
offically launched in next week’s
Worthing Herald (June 4).

The current climate for local
people is hugely influenced by
the way the economy

functions.
Not only does it have a direct

effect on local businesses and their
viability, but it rapidly then
impacts on the well-being of the
individuals and families who
depend on them.

At the annual meeting of the
Worthing Chamber of Commerce,
I made reference to Donald
Rumsfeld’s observations about
what we know, what we know we
don’t know and finally what we
don’t know we don’t know.

This reflection is merely a device
to help us think about uncertainty
in a slightly more structured way
and, the bottom line, to help us
prepare for it.

I shall reflect briefly on the three
categories in the context of
business and what we are trying to
achieve locally.

What we do know is that the
current downturn is severe.

In a sense, some of this new
knowledge was previously
unknown, as property prices,
inflation and liquidity were seen as
being much more predictable than
they proved to be.

However, these are the new
known knowns and it is the base
from which we must look forward.

The known unknowns we face at

present, as priorities, mostly
revolve around the timing of an
economic upturn, the practical
implications of the downturn that
we need to deal with and the steps
we can take to mitigate its impact.

And finally, the unknown
unknowns are obviously the most
difficult to predict or prepare for.

Two years ago the current
recession was an unknown
unknown.

But what lies ahead? Put simply,
we do not know. So what are we
doing to prepare? For Worthing and
Adur Councils our partnership
working is preparing us for the
uncertainties ahead.

It is saving money by reducing
overheads and working towards

new ways of working that maintain
or improve services at the same
time as reducing costs.

It is also creating a culture of
change which makes us more
adaptable to the future unknowns.

Finally, it certainly helps us to
respond to the known pressures on
local authority finance we face over
the years ahead.

As I said in my address to the
Chamber’s annual meeting, this is
no different to the continuous
search for efficiency, cost reduction
and new ways of doing things that a
successful business is bound to be
pursuing in good times or bad.

Similarly, the Worthing Chamber
is to be applauded for its
exploration of a wider base of
activity within the Adur Economic
Partnership.

Not only could this increase the
combined critical mass of the local
business voice, it should also
increase the potential for reducing
the cost of running it in both areas.

And it surely makes local
business representation more
flexible to whatever the future
throws at us.

So to conclude, I firmly believe
that changing times need changing
organisations and that the business
community, the Chamber and the
councils are doing exactly the right
things in pursuing the future by
being open to the need to change.

WORTHING High School has been
granted Specialist School Status in
Business and Enterprise from
September 2009.

The school is delighted the
sustained links it has established
over the past five years with a
large number of local businesses
and community partners has been
recognised.

Worthing High School is grateful
to the valuable link it has with the
Chamber, who support many of the
school functions.

The additional funding the
school will receive will further
improve the ICT facilities across
the school and give all our
students opportunities to
maximise their learning.

Another important and essential
element of Specialist School Status
will be to provide opportunities
which meet the needs of our local
community.

The school will be working
collaboratively with Thomas A
Beckett, The Vale, Broadwater C of
E and Chesswood Middle Schools,
and Oakgrove College (for students
with special educational needs).

In addition, a number of other
community partners such as
Worthing Churches Homeless
Projects, Addaction and Stray Cats
Youth Centre will benefit from the
expertise provided by school staff.

The school would like to draw
attention to its website
www.worthinghigh.w-sussex.sch.uk and
the community ‘drop down’
section which features its business
and bommunity newsletter and a
new feature – The Worthing High
School Community link.

This part of the website
demonstrates the extensive
business and community links
with the school.

■ In last month’s Chamber
newsletter we credited the article
entitled ‘Timeless tips to make you
a hit at selling’ to Tony Candler of
A&T Business Associates.

Of course, Tony is from the
consultants Anthony Candler and
Associates and can be contacted
on 01903 753447.

We apologise for the confusion.

■ Grow Your Own is an event
aimed at bringing business and
young people together.

It is hosted by Virgin Atlantic at
their exciting venue The Base in
Crawley on Thursday, June 11.

Starring keynote speaker Ruth

Badger, star of TV’s The
Apprentice, the event not only
promises to be an excellent
networking event for West Sussex
businesses, but will give delegates
the chance to take part in bespoke
business workshops including:

Virgin Atlantic Customer Service
team: How to deliver exceptional
Customer Service

Business Link: Survive and
thrive in tough times

Raj Anand (Business Week’s
Young Entrepreneur of the Year
07): How to grow your business
using Social Networking

Businesses will also be
introduced to the many ways, and
many benefits, of working with
their local schools and colleges.

Attendance is free, but spaces
are limited, so any businesses
interested in attending the event
should contact Mandy Saunders at
the West Sussex Education
Business Partnership on
01903 703550 or email
mandy.saunders@westsussex.gov.uk

The West Sussex Education
Business Partnership (EBP) is an
organisation that engages
businesses to support all young
people to become part of a
successful UK workforce.

Activities include work
experience, teacher days in
industry, enterprise education,
workplace tours and e-mentoring.

■ The Worthing and Adur Chamber
of Commerce has seen a need for
a strong link with the tourism
businesses in the area to make the
most of the opportunities in this
economic climate of holidaying at
home in the UK.

Keith Gallis and Michael Clinch
have taken up the challenge to
form a tourism group within the
Chamber to encourage more
businesses to support events
across the region and increase the

profile of all activities that can
interest both residents and visitors
to our area.

No small task but we must grab
this window of opportunity or we
could miss out!

We are working closely with the
Town Centre Initiative and the local
councils to increase the number of
events and awareness to lift the
offer in the Worthing and Adur
area.

If you have any thoughts and
ideas please contact Keith or
Michael via Tina Tilley at
Worthing Chamber of Commerce
01903 203484 or email
tina@worthingchamber.co.uk

CHAMBER MATTERS

We’re sorry... grow your own with Virgin Atlantic... social networking

Specialising in
business and
enterprise...

New partners
for bigger and
better awards

Ian Lowrie,
chief executive,

Adur District Council and
Worthing Borough Council

Set for
what

lies
ahead

Former
US
Secretary
of Defense
Donald
Rumsfeld


